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“Grants Agreement in Tatters”
“There was no grants agreement; there is no grants agreement; and there will be no grants agreement unless it gets full and proper support at Congress.”

“That’s what we heard the representatives of Central Council saying loud and clear at the DRA tonight” said Mark Conway, one of a number of GAA people from across Ireland who had made a submission to the DRA on the basis of what Central Council had announced to the world it had decided back on 8 December.

The settlement reached at the DRA Tribunal emerged largely on foot of a letter sent in the past couple of days by the GAA’s solicitors to the appellants. The vital parts of that letter read as follows:

“1. Discussions (which have already begun) will continue over the coming weeks with the GPA and Government bodies on the structure and content of a possible agreement

2.  When that agreement has been negotiated and is in final form, it will be submitted to Ard Comhairle for approval
3. We are instructed that the agreement will not be finally approved or implemented unless the agreement in final form is presented to Congress and approved. Accordingly, if Ard Comhairle approves the agreement, it will be on condition that the agreement is approved by Congress”

The letter thus concedes the entire substance of what the application to the DRA, filed back in early December, had asked for. It’s an unequivocal retreat by Central Council from its previously-stated position.
Because of the lack of trust that has sadly developed here – for example if Central Council had announced this total change of position back on 8 December or anytime since, there would have been no DRA case – the applicants asked for an adjournment of the DRA hearing. That adjournment was to provide the time and space to test  Central Council’s good faith in doing what they’re now committed to do. 

The proposed adjournment was opposed by Central Council but the DRA ruled in the applicants’ favour. In doing so it cited Central Council’s representatives’ unwillingness, despite their earlier statements, to give an undertaking to the Tribunal that Central Council would not implement any grant scheme without full Congress approval.
“It’s an exceptional result for what we believe is the real GAA” Joe O’Brien, one of the appellants added.

“On the basis of what I heard tonight you could say it’s “the-grants scheme-that-never-was.” But much more importantly is the commitment that any future proposals like this must go to Congress. That’s what we have been campaigning for since 29 November last because that’s the way the GAA should do its business.”

The adjournment of the DRA hearing until after Congress means there can be close scrutiny of any developments over the coming weeks. 

“This is a major stepping stone for all those who want to keep the GAA amateur” Mark Conway concluded. “And it’s vindicated the steps we took.”
“It also means we’re no longer presented with a fait accompli. But this battle isn’t won yet. All gaels who believe in our amateur ethos need to make sure their views are represented at Congress. That’s the challenge for the next few weeks. A lot of people – including our outstanding “legal gaels” Jim Gallagher and Des and Paddy Fahy – have worked hard to get us here. The DRA has given us the opportunity we wanted. Now let’s use it!”
Everyone associated with “Of One Belief” remains firm in their belief, backed by legal advice, that any grants/awards scheme for GAA players breaks Rule 11 of the Association. 

The appellants wish to thank the DRA Tribunal members – GAA volunteers all – for their thoughtful consideration of their application.
Come and join us at www.ofonebelief.org
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